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Abstract 

The purpose of the abstract is to provide a concise and accurate synopsis of key elements of your 

capstone project. Set the abstract as a single block-style paragraph with no initial indent. Address 

the following topics (400 words maximum). Research topic summary (1-5 sentences), a 

concise summary of your capstone research topic. Explain the rationale for your study and the 

need for the study the capstone addresses. Indicate your research questions, matching the 

wording used in your capstone sections. Research methodology (1-2 sentences). Summarize the 

research methodology used in the study. Population and sample (1-2 sentences). Describe the 

population and sample, including high-level demographic information regarding your participant 

pool. If secondary data were used, describe the data set. Data analysis (1-2 sentences) provides 

a concise summary of your data analysis. Findings (1-3 sentences) provide a concise summary 

of your research findings and conclusion(s). Describe the practical implications of your project 

and the deliverable you created. 

Tips for Developing a Quality Abstract. (a) The abstract is representative of your work. 

Researchers will review your abstract to determine whether your manuscript is worthy of reading 

and relevant to their literature review. Those in your field will review your abstract to learn more 

about the nature and quality of your doctoral work. Thus, the abstract stands as a record of your 

doctoral-level work. (b) Additional guidelines for development of an abstract are in section 3.3 

of the APA Publication Manual, 7th edition, or on Campus at Academic Writer, 

https://academicwriter-apa-org.library.capella.edu/learn/browse/QG-

59?group=All&view=list&term=abstract&sort=asc (c) References are generally not used in the 

abstract, as the focus is the study, the research, and the findings. 

Formatting for the Abstract. Format the abstract as one double-spaced block-style paragraph 

(i.e., do not indent the first line). Set the text flush left, ragged right. Do not justify the right 

margin. Do not use headings, bullets, or bold. The Abstract page is not numbered, and “Abstract” 

does not appear in the Table of Contents. 

ONCE YOU’VE WRITTEN THE ABSTRACT PAGE, DELETE ALL INSTRUCTIONS.

https://academicwriter-apa-org.library.capella.edu/learn/browse/QG-59?group=All&view=list&term=abstract&sort=asc
https://academicwriter-apa-org.library.capella.edu/learn/browse/QG-59?group=All&view=list&term=abstract&sort=asc
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Dedication 

This dedication page is optional. It is your personal acknowledgment indicating your 

appreciation and respect for significant individuals in your life. The dedication is personal; thus, 

any individuals named are frequently unrelated to the topic of the capstone.  

Typically, learners dedicate the work to the one or two individuals who instilled the value 

of education and the drive to succeed in educational pursuits. Learners often dedicate capstones 

to relatives, immediate family, or significant individuals who have supported them or played a 

role in their lives. 

Avoid identifying participants or anyone connected with the research site. You may use 

individuals’ titles with no name (e.g., “Thanks to the research director and site proctor for their 

help”). Or you may name individuals without connecting them to the site (e.g., “Thanks to Abdul 

Ibrahim and Mary Carson for their help”). Typically, avoid naming the site. 

Note: if the Abstract runs onto a second page, change the page number of the Dedication 

to 4. 

ONCE YOU’VE WRITTEN THIS PAGE, DELETE ALL INSTRUCTIONS. 
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advanced doctoral manuscript or who have held a role in your academic career as it relates to the 

research of the advanced doctoral manuscript. This might mean a mentor and committee 

members, advisor, online or colloquia faculty, and other support people from Capella or other 
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support, note it in this section. The acknowledgments are also appropriate for thanking 

statisticians, transcriptions, those who have provided permission to use an instrument, and the 

like. 

Avoid identifying participants or anyone connected with the research site. You may use 
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Ibrahim and Mary Carson for their help”) Typically, avoid naming the site. Learners often thank 

those who have provided permission to use an instrument. 
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Figure 1 

Types of Garbage 

 
Note: Insert information about the source or presentation of the data if you did not create the figure. Add 

copyright/permission notes for copied information, even government materials, require 10-point acknowledgment 

below the image. Be sure to include a permission acknowledgment, e.g., “Reprinted [or adapted] with permission.” 

See the templates at https://academicwriter-apa-org.library.capella.edu/learn/browse/QG-28. 

 

Table 1 

Demographic Information 

Participant  Age Sex Position Years in position 

P1 25-30 Male Chairman 10-15 

P2 41-45 Female CEO 6-10 

Note. Potential participants under age 16 were omitted from the sample. Only essential notes need to be included. 

See Table setup (apa.org) and https://academicwriter-apa-org.library.capella.edu/learn/browse/QG-

44?group=All&view=list&term=tables&sort=asc. The Doctoral Publications Guidebook also addresses tables and 

figures. 
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